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PREFACE
OP HE MOST momentous chapter ia American Mstoty is the
A story of 'the making and ratifying of the Constitution of the
United States. The Constitution has so long been rooted so deeply
in American life—or American life rooted so deeply in it—that the
drama of its origins is often overlooked. Even historical novelists,
who hunt everywhere for memorable events to celebrate, have
hardly touched the event without which there would have been
a United States very different from the one that now exists; or
might have been no United States at all.
The prevailing conceptions of those origins have varied with
the times. In the early days of the Republic it was held, by
devout friends of the Constitution, that its makers had received
it somewhat as Moses received the Tables of the Law oe Sinai.
During the years of conflict which led to the Civil War the Con-
stitution was regarded, by one party or the other, as the rule of
order or the misrule of tyranny. In still later generations the
Federal Convention of 1787 has been accused of evolving a
scheme for the support of special economic interests, or even a
conspiracy for depriving the majority of the people of their
liberties. Opinion has swung back and forth, while tie Constitu-
tion itself has grown into a strong yet flexible organism, gen-
erally* if now and then slowly, responsive to the national circum-
stances and necessities.
The Constitution was made and ratified during one of the two
periods of American history in which the American people have
been most occupied with fundamental principles of government,
In 1787 the problem was how the people could learn to think
nationally, not locally, about the United States* In 1948 the
problem is how the people can learn to think internationally, not
nationally, about the United Nations*
The present problem has turned many minds back to 1787 in
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